


 

 

 

 

 

 

Gympie SHS GOLD Time – a Great Opportunity to Learn and Develop. 

Purpose: GOLD Time is designed to support students who need extra academic assistance.  
How it works: Teachers work in rotating groups to focus on small-group collaborative activities. 
Additional benefit: GOLD Time also provides opportunities for training and preparation related to 
Programs of Excellence and Innovation.  
 
Structure of GOLD Time 

• On Thursdays, the school day concludes after Lesson 3 at 1:40 pm.  
• Students identified as needing support will be expected to stay for intervention during Lesson 

4.  
• Supervised study sessions will be available for students whose parents prefer they remain at 

school. This includes students who need to wait for buses, those in Out of Home Care, and 
others whose parents request they stay for additional study.  

• Parents will be informed by email and text message each Monday or Tuesday if their child is 
required to stay at school for targeted support during GOLD Time that week. 

 
GOLD Time – Expectations 

• Attendance 
o Students who are required to attend GOLD Time and do not have a legitimate reason for 

their non-attendance will be considered truant and will receive consequences. 
• If your child is engaged in TAFE or a School Based Apprenticeship/Traineeship on a Thursday, 

please contact your child’s teacher to make other arrangements. 
• Appointments arranged out of school hours 

o GOLD Time is part of the week’s scheduled classes so any medical, dental or other 
appointments should be scheduled outside school hours to avoid disruption to learning 

• Expectations re leaving school 
o Students who are not required to attend GOLD Time and are not remaining to study may 

finish school following Lesson 3 on a Thursday. Those students must depart school and 
return home in the care of their parents/carers. 

o Bus students remaining for Supervision are not to leave school grounds before 3pm.   
o Supervision students who leave school grounds without permission or intervention 

students who do not present to GOLD Time may face disciplinary consequences. 
• Behaviour 

o Normal school expectations regarding behaviour apply throughout GOLD Time. 
• Study lesson expectations 

o Students remaining behind and not involved in intervention, will be placed in a supervised 
class. They will need a device (BYOD) to continue with individual assessment and 
assignment work under supervision. 

 
Please find the GOLD Time permission form in your Enrolment Application Book (coloured cover) 



 

 

POSITIVE EDUCATION 

 
Excellence for all through culture and innovation 

Our Vision…   

A progressive, high performing school realising the potential of every student. 

Positive Education brings together the science of positive psychology with best practice teaching to 
encourage and support individuals, schools and communities to flourish.  

At Gympie State High School we have positive education and wellbeing for our whole school as the 
focus and future direction for improving mental health and wellbeing.  Neuroscience, science of the 
brain, has proven that our brains are always changing and growing through exposure to life 
experiences, challenges and learning new things.  Positive emotions, relationships, accomplishment, 
engagement, meaning and a healthy lifestyle are all important elements in our lives.  Finding the 
balance and developing these elements is the challenge to building wellbeing and happiness. 

Gympie State High School focuses on positive education and is embedding it into our curriculum 
through character strengths, mindfulness and growth mindsets – all areas of positive psychology. 
Positive communication is relayed through our student planners, facebook and everyday school 
interactions.  

Positive Education also encompasses our parents and the broader community.  Positive Wellbeing 
tips are provided on our Facebook page, web page and our sign on Cootharaba Road. We encourage 
parents and the broader community to be a part of our Positive Education journey. 

 

Gympie State High School Positive Education Model 
Gold – Growth mindset, Opportunity, Love of Learning, Diversity. 

 

 

Why Do Character Strengths Matter? 

Character strengths are the positive parts of your personality that make you feel authentic and engaged. You possess all 24 
character strengths in different degrees, giving you a unique character strengths profile. Research shows that understanding and 
applying your strengths can help to Boost Confidence, Increase Happiness, Strengthen Relationships, Manage Problems, Reduce 
Stress, Accomplish Goals, Build Meaning and Purpose, Improve Work Performance. 

Culture                       Innovation                      Organisational Effectiveness 

R e s i l i e n c e    D i v e r s i t y    S u c c e s s    T r a d i t i o n  



Centurions Sporting 
Academy

The Centurions Sporting Academies are designed to give students with a passion for  sports such as Rugby League, Futsal, 
Volleyball, Netball and Touch Football, the opportunity to access specialist training within these sports, during school time. 
This is in addition to their regular HPE lessons. 

This commitment to provide enhanced sporting opportunities reflects the dedication that Gympie State High School 
has towards supporting the development of the holistic student.  It has been scientifically demonstrated time 
and again, that physical exercise is tightly correlated with mental acuity and academic performance. 
A recent university study carried out on over 5,000 children and adolescents found links between exercise 
and exam success in English, Mathematics and Science. 
 
At Gympie State High School, we embrace a healthy psychological and emotional well-being.
Our Sporting Academies are staffed by highly qualified teachers who have a passion for the sport that they coach. 
Every effort will be made to ensure that students have access to extra curricula competitions as a part of 
their participation within their Sporting Academy. 

For further information please contact Nick Swan, Head of Department – HPE
HOD_PhysEd@gympieshs.eq.edu.au

 Celebrating over 100 years of sporting excellence!

Gympie State High School’s Centurions Sporting Academy provides an amazing opportunity for 
individuals to develop the skills and knowledge required to excel within specialised sports under the 
guidance of highly qualified and passionate coaches. 

Gympie
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Academy of Creative Industries
For: artists; storytellers; performers; photographers; videographers; poets; dancers; musicians. 

Embracing a holistic approach, creative industries envelop an expansive array of disciplines such as visual arts, music, drama, 
dance, and more. Encompassing the domains of humanities, literacy, numeracy, technology, and sciences, these creative avenues 
offer junior school students' opportunities for comprehensive development. Through active engagement in these disciplines, 
students not only refine their artistic capabilities but also foster emotional, social, and cognitive growth.
The Academy expands upon this idea for those students who wish to pursue their chosen artistic fields in an innovative 
environment under the mentorship of creative industries staff. 
In the senior years, students will be supported to participate in partnerships that enhance their skills and knowledge in their 
chosen fields. This includes undertaking the University of the Sunshine Coast's Headstart program where students undertake up to 
4 first-year university courses (one per semester) from grades 10-12. Those Academy students who enrol in Communication, design 
and creative industries courses will be provided space, resources and assistance to ensure their success.
At Gympie State High School, our vision is to foster a culture of creativity and innovation, where every student has the opportunity 
to excel and achieve excellence in the creative industries. 
We are committed to nurturing and empowering our students, ensuring that they have the skills and confidence to make a 
meaningful impact in their chosen artistic fields.

 For further information, 

 please contact Ms Mardi Mansfield (Head of Department – The Arts) 
HOD_Art@gympieshs.eq.edu.au

Academy of 
Creative Industries
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Gympie Music School of Excellence
The Gympie Music School of Excellence (GMSOE) recognises the outstanding musical talents of our students in a range of domains and 
provides a range of opportunities to support and develop mastery of musical performance skills and confidence in their given talent, as well as 
all facets of stage set-up and sound production.
The GMSOE commits to refining the skills and stagecraft of both individual students and /or ensembles through the rehearsal stage, building 
confidence to perform at the highest level both within and beyond the school context. Performance opportunities may include (but are not 
limited to): Whole School and Junior / Senior Secondary Parades, the Arts Gala Evening, the Annual Awards Evening, the Gympie Show, and 
other community events throughout the year.
Students enrolled in the GMSOE nominate their primary instrument for development and are supported by school-based and external 
specialist music practitioners, integrated both in curriculum and extracurricular commitment. Programs within the GMSOE attend to individual 
priorities and provide pathways to the Australian Music Industry. Students also have the opportunity to undertake practical and theoretical 
Australian Music Examinations Board exams (contributing to their Queensland Certificate of Education), providing a pathway to the 
Conservatorium of Music, as well as a range of tertiary music and sound production qualifications. 
Gympie State High School music programs have a proud history underpinned by our school’s values of being Respectful, Responsible, Safe 
Learners. As such, students who wish to apply to be enrolled (and remain enrolled) in GMSOE are expected to uphold our schools' values, 
represent our school with pride, commit to extra-curricular activities and rehearsals, and be willing to participate in new experiences and 
take risks – demonstrated through the signing of the GMSOE’s Good Standing Policy. 
Participants in GMSOE are expected to be enrolled in classroom and/or the 
Instrumental music program and maintain their enrolment in classroom/instrumental music 
for the duration of their enrolment in GMSOE. 

For further information, 

    please contact Ms Mardi Mansfield (Head of Department – the Arts) 
           HOD_Art@gympieshs.eq.edu.au 
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Rural Industries School of Excellence
Gympie State High School’s Rural Industries School of Excellence provides a pathway to university, trade and / or 
employment in a broad range of rural industries.
The Rural Industries School of Excellence delivers a vertically integrated school-based program enhanced by established 
training partnerships and industry experience in a number of fields of study including agriculture, horticulture, animal 
husbandry, mechanics and rural operations, articulating into career pathways such as veterinary science, agronomy, 
agricultural and horticultural production and systems. Students are eligible to enter RISE from Year 7 and continue to 
build their knowledge and skills through the delivery of theory and practical coursework through to Year 12. The Rural 
Industries School of Excellence further offers students a dedicated ‘RISE’ class once per week, membership to the Gympie 
State High School Cattle Show Team as well as preferential access to industry and extracurricular excursions.

Gympie State High School - Cattle Show Team
As a member of the Stud Droughtmaster Breeder’s Society since 1974, GSHS has a proud history of breeding,  preparing 
and showing cattle at the highest levels of competition. The management of the breeding herd, sire  selection, and cattle 
husbandry is an integral part of the curriculum at Gympie State High School, coupled with an extra-curricula program 
delivered both during lunchtimes and after school - enabling the training of cattle to lead in the show ring. The Cattle 
Show Team provides an environment for its members to develop rapport between students of all ages, confidence in 
handling large animals and an understanding of the factors that influence animal selection for breeding purposes. 
Furthermore, the Cattle Show Team provides outstanding opportunities for students to develop leadership and 
confidence in public speaking skills.

For further information, 

please contact Mr Jon Hansen, (Head of Department – Agriculture and Aquatics) 

          

RISE Partnerships

• UQ Skills
• Central Queensland University - 

AGISP
• Kookaburra Holdings
• Nolan Meats
• Gympie Meat Hall
• Gympie Veterinary Clinic
• Gympie District Beef Liaison 

Group
• Drought Master Stud Breeders 

Association
• Cavalier Livestock Equipment
• Tom Grady Rural Merchandise
• Gympie Embroidery Services
• Mary River Veterinary Services
• Corbet’s Group
• Seymour Droughtmasters
• By-Mingo Droughtmaster Stud
• Cooloola Custom Stockfeeds
• Belladoo Free Range Farm
• University of Southern 

Queensland Headstart Program
• Waite A Wyle Blonde 

D’Aquitaines
• Wyllie Bazadais
• Langshaw Valley 

Droughtmasters
• Jen-Daview Livestock
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Gympie State High School’s Specialised School of Excellence for Mathematics and Science is a quality assured, 
vertically integrated program that provides a specialist delivery of Maths and Science curriculum focused on 
developing higher order thinking and problem-solving skills beyond the general classroom capabilities.
An innovative partnership between the Science and Mathematics faculties at Gympie provides SSOE students and their parents with 
unique opportunities to engage in STEM learning through inquiry-based, hands-on activities that develop higher-order thinking skills. 
This differentiated program identifies, supports, and extends students with proven academic achievement in Mathematics and Science, 
from the Junior Phase of Learning through to the Senior Phase of Learning. Students enrolled in the Specialised School of Excellence 
will remain in the same class grouping for Maths and Science in Years 7-9, and will have access to specialist senior teachers, Heads of 
Departments, and tailored programs delivered both at school and off-campus. The SSOE program integrates unique opportunities for 
students to engage with university academics, regional partners, and industry, supporting their academic success.

In the Senior Phase of Learning, students who maintain the highest level of academic achievement in the SSOE throughout Junior 
Schooling are best placed for entry into Senior Science and Mathematics subjects. This ongoing experience and support ensure the 
broadest opportunity for university entrance in the field of Maths and/or Science. Enrichment programs are also delivered access to a 
range of university recognised examinations, and international and regional competitions. Given the level of academic rigour the 
Specialised School of Excellence program demands, the criteria for enrolment and retainment in this program is the highest of 
academic achievements in the subject areas of Maths and Science, attendance and behaviour.

For further information please contact, 

 Mrs Chantelle Roberts (Acting Head of Department – Mathematics) HOD_Math@gympieshs.eq.edu.au 
     or
        Ms Shar Sadeghi (Head of Department - Science) HOD_Science@gympieshs.eq.edu.au 

Specialised School of 
Excellence for 

Mathematics & Science
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